
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Our Mission 

Williamsburg Christian Academy’s mission is to provide 
college preparatory instruction in a culture of grace through 
personalized learning in academics, arts, and athletics while 
building relationships that inspire students to serve their 
community and become Christ-centered leaders. 

 

Our Vision 

The vision of Williamsburg Christian Academy is to partner 
with parents and the community to inspire minds to inquiry 
through God’s wisdom, hearts to compassion in God’s service 
and lives to Christ in leadership. 

 

 
Good afternoon WCA families! I pray this note finds you and your family healthy and adjusting to 
our new normal.  Although it seems like forever away, we are actively planning for the 2020-2021 
school year which includes hosting international students from Albania, China, and Brazil.  We have 
accepted three students and I am providing a brief student profile below as we are seeking host 
families for each student. All three students have begun the student visa application process and 
our Albanian student will need a host family identified very soon (May) to complete 
her  application. 
  
 
1. Esti Dautaj - rising senior from Albania (female) Esti loves dance, volleyball and basketball.  Her 
dream after school is to attend Boston College with the aspiration of becoming a neurosurgeon. 
When asked why she wants to study in the US, her response is: 
 
In my country I have a lot of friends and close family who love me and who have supported me all the way. I grew up 
among them getting to know and understand my own culture and traditions. There is so much you can learn by being 
together with people, talking to them and understanding their cultural background. Recently I have made an 
international friend. She studies in the same school with me. I find amazing how different sometimes we are; the way we 
think, our customs, and many other things. Understanding these differences is not always easy for me. I discussed this 
with my parents and they were completely supportive when I suggested the possibility of me studying abroad. I believe 
it will be a profound and a transformational experience. Being part of a new community and having international 
friends will make me more connected with the world and help me understand better other people's way of life. I think 
this exchange will make my dreams come true as it will not only provide me with better academic opportunity, but also 
as it will be the best experience and opportunity for me to engage with, make friends and learn from the experience in a 
US school where there are many students coming from various cultural backgrounds. 
 
Her Essay: 
My name is Esti Dautaj. I am a 16 years old student. I am currently in 11th grade and studying in “Turgut Ozal” High 
School Tirana. I have taken the decision to study abroad and complete senior year of high school in USA. When I went 
to US last summer, I was completely sure that I wanted to study in the States. I was amused by the lives of people there. 
Studying and living abroad is a profound transformational experience. This process of changing is followed by a growth 
in maturity and making us able to face with challenges and struggles. We all grow up in our own culture and tradition, 
so when I decided I was going to study abroad I was ready to see things in another perspective and cultures. It makes 
me feel like a dream I can almost touch it and be with it. In my country I have a lot of friends, but going in another place 
and meeting new people that is different. Being part of a new community and having international friends that makes 
me more connected with the world and how other people conceive life. When I was confronted with a list of many 
schools, it was difficult for me to choose one. For weeks, I “studied” them and decided with the help of my parents and 
my aunts to be part of “Williamsburg Christian Academy”. My parents and I were totally sure that WCA was the best 
choice. The reason why I chose WCA is that it will give me the opportunity of a high academic education. WCA is the 
road to preparation for finest universities and colleges, but also it will prepare me emotionally as well. Another reason I 
chose WCA is due to AP and honors courses. These options will open the windows of opportunities to be accepted in 
medical universities. I think what sets me apart is my strong personality. I would describe myself with only three words: 
ambitious, optimistic and reliable. I really hope this letter tells you everything about my studying abroad journey.   
 
Esti has family members who live in Washington DC. 
 
2. Eric - rising freshman from China (Male) 
Eric loves to create airplane models and robotics as well as swimming.  In China, he volunteers in a 
nursing home and in a village helping elementary schools.  His english is good. When asked why he 
wants to study in the US, his response is: 
To learn English and experience different cultures .  His goals for after high school would be either to study 
engineering or become an artist.    
 
His Essay: I am a 14 year old Chinese student. My father is a government official, and my mother is the headmaster of a 
kindergarten. I like science. I believe science is the mother of inventions. When I was 10, I invented a door opener for 
people without arms, and because of this invention I was granted a national patent. Making airplane models and 
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building LEGO robots are my two other hobbies. I have programmed many robots for international contests. I am 
active in community services. I have volunteered in a local nursing home and an elementary school in the countryside 
close to my city. I also like drawing, playing the piano, swimming, and roller skating. One of my biggest weaknesses is 
English. This is one of the reasons why my parents want me to study in an English-speaking country. When I was in the 
6th grade, my parents started to think about this question: Do I fit in the Chinese educational system? The answer is 
no. So, they decided to send me to the United States as a young international student. My motivation of studying in the 
United States is to learn English and to experience different cultures. I have traveled to many countries and I am always 
interested in knowing people who are different from Chinese. I want to be a part of the WCA student body. I hope to 
learn English with native classmates, to practice art there, to prepare for college education.  
 
Eric has a family friend who lives in the area but not close enough to WCA to make living and 
attending WCA feasible. 
 
3. Pedro rising junior from Brazil (Male) 
Pedro is an 11th grader from San Paulo, Brazil.  He loves all sports, but especially soccer.  His 
favorite subjects are math, history and music. He is very active in his church.  His english is okay, but 
does need things repeated.  When asked why he wants to study in the US, his response is:  I want to 
study in US because I need to listen english.  He would like to attend WCA because of the welcoming of the students 
and the way of teaching. 
 
His Essay: I am very motivated to start my application studying in the States because I know that I will learn many 
new things, meet good people and enjoy every moment. I really want to be part of the WCA always looking News and 
learn from everyone 
 
Pedro has family that lives in the Shenandoah Valley area. 
 
I prayerfully ask for anyone who may have an interest in hosting these wonderful students for the 
2020-21 school year to please contact me ASAP at any of the means listed below.  I will review 
specific host family responsibilities and provide specific details on the monthly stipend each family 
receives to help offset hosting costs. We are extremely excited to have these wonderful students 
attend WCA and I look forward to working with our host families and the entire WCA community 
to make their time with us a complete success! 
   
Thank you very much! 
 
Rebecca Burch 
International Program Coordinator & Registrar 
Williamsburg Christian Academy 
101 School House Lane 
Williamsburg, VA 23188 
Direct Line:  757.378.5225 
Fax:  757.345.5597 
burchr@williamsburgchristian.org 
http://WilliamsburgChristian.org 
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